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The Declaration of the Establishment
of the State of Israel (1948)

The land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish
people. Here their spiritual, religious and national
identity was formed. Here they achieved
independence and created a culture of national
and universal significance. Here they wrote and
gave the Bible to the world...

Impelled by this historic association, Jews strove
throughout the centuries to go back to the land of
their fathers and regain their statehood. In recent
decades they returned in masses. They reclaimed
the wilderness, revived their language, built cities
and villages and established a vigorous and ever-
growing community with its own economic and
cultural life. They sought peace yet were ever
prepared to defend themselves. They brought the
blessing of progress to all inhabitants of the
country.

In the year 1897 the First Zionist Congress,
inspired by Theodor Herzl's vision of the Jewish
State, proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to
national revival in their own country.

This right was acknowledged by the Balfour
Declaration of November 2, 1917, and re-affirmed
by the Mandate of the League of Nations, which
gave explicit international recognition to the
historic connection of the Jewish people with
Palestine and their right to reconstitute their
National Home.

The Nazi holocaust, which engulfed millions of
Jews in Europe, proved anew the urgency of the
re-establishment of the Jewish state, which would
solve the problem of Jewish homelessness by
opening the gates to all Jews and lifting the Jewish
people to equality in the family of nations.

The survivors of the European catastrophe, as well
as Jews from other lands, proclaiming their right to
a life of dignity, freedom and labor, and undeterred
by hazards, hardships and obstacles, have tried
unceasingly to enter Palestine....

On November 29, 1947, the General Assembly of
the United Nations adopted a Resolution for the
establishment of an independent Jewish State in
Palestine, and called upon the inhabitants of the
country to take such steps as may be necessary

on their part to put the plan into effect.

This recognition by the United Nations of the
right of the Jewish people to establish their
Independent State may not be revoked. It is,
moreover, the self-evident right of the Jewish
people to be a nation, as all other nations, in its

own Sovereign State....

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will

immigration of Jews from all countries of their

be open to the

dispersion; will promote the development of the
country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; will
be based on the precepts of liberty, justice and
peace taught by the Hebrew Prophets; will uphold
the full social and political equality of all its
citizens, without distinction of race, creed or sex;
will guarantee full freedom of conscience,
worship, education and culture; will safeguard the
sanctity and inviolability of the shrines and Holy
Places of all religions; and will dedicate itself to
the principles of the Charter of the United

Nations.

What are the values that are presented in the
text?

What is the story or narrative progression
you see reflected here?

Do any of the values being brought here
inspire pride, shame, confusion, or hope for
you? Any other emotion that comps up?

. How would you articulate Zionism after
reading the text?
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The Jewish state
By Theodor Herzl (1896)

The idea I have developed in this pamphlet is
an ancient one: It is the restoration of the
Jewish State. . . The decisive factor is our
propelling force. And what is that force? The
plight of the Jews. . . I am profoundly
convinced that I am right, though I doubt
whether I shall live to see myself proved so.
Those who today inaugurate this movement
are unlikely to live to see its glorious
culmination. But the very inauguration is
enough to inspire in them a high pride and the
joy of an inner liberation of their existence. . .

The plan would seem mad enough if a single
individual were to undertake it; but if many
Jews simultaneously agree on it, it is entirely
reasonable, and its achievement presents no
difficulties worth mentioning. The idea
depends only on the number of its adherents.
Perhaps our ambitious young men, to whom
every road of advancement is now closed, and
for whom the Jewish state throws open a
bright prospect of freedom, happiness, and
honor perhaps they will see to it that this
idea is spread. . .

It depends on the Jews themselves whether
this political document remains for the
present a political romance. If this generation
is too dull to understand it rightly, a future,
finer, more advanced generation will arise to
comprehend it. The Jews who will try it shall
achieve their State; and they will deserve it. . .

I consider the Jewish question neither a social
nor a religious one, even though it sometimes
takes these and other forms. It is a national
question, and to solve it we must first of all
establish it as an international political
problem to be discussed and settled by the
civilized nations of the world in council.

We are a people — one people.

We have sincerely tried everywhere to merge
with the national communities in which we live,
seeking only to preserve the faith of our fathers.
It is not permitted us. In vain are we loyal

patriots, sometimes superloyal; in vain do we
make the same sacrifices of life and property as
our fellow citizens; in vain do we strive to
enhance the fame of our native lands in the arts
and sciences, or her wealth by trade and
commerce. In our native lands where we have
lived for centuries we are still decried as aliens,
often by men whose ancestors had not yet come
at a time when Jewish sighs had long been heard

in the country. . .

Palestine is our unforgettable historic homeland. .
. Let me repeat once more my opening words: The
Jews who will it shall achieve their State. We shall
live at last as free men on our own soil, and in our
The world will be

liberated by our freedom, enriched by our wealth,

own homes peacefully die.
magnified by our greatness. And whatever we
attempt there for our own benefit will redound
mightily and beneficially to the good of all

mankind.

« Whatis Herzl’s argument for a Jewish state?

« According to Herzl, what role does Israel play
for the Jewish people? What role should Israel
play in the world? Why do you think he feels
this way?

. How do you react and relate to Herzl’s
argument?
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Auschwitz or Sinai
By David Hartman (1982)

One of the fundamental issues facing the new
spirit of maturity in Israel is: Should
Auschwitz or Sinai be the orienting category
shaping our understanding of the rebirth of
the State of Israel?...

Israel is not only a response to modern anti-
Semitism, but is above all a modern expression
of the eternal Sinai covenant that has shaped
Jewish consciousness throughout the
millennia. It was not Hitler who brought us
back to Zion, but rather belief in the eternal
validity of the Sinai covenant... It is dangerous
to our growth as a healthy people if the
memory of Auschwitz becomes a substitute
for Sinai...

The model of Sinai awakens the Jewish people
to the awesome responsibility of becoming a
holy people. At Sinai, we discover the absolute
demand of God; we discover who we are by
what we do. Sinai calls us to action, to moral
awakening, to living constantly with
challenges of building a moral and just society
which mirrors the kingdom of God in history.
Sinai creates humility and openness to the
demands of self-transcendence. In this
respect, it is the antithesis of the moral
narcissism that can result from suffering and
from viewing oneself as a victim...

Sinai requires of the Jew that he believe in the
possibility = of  integrating the  moral
seriousness of the prophet with the realism
and political judgment of the statesman.
Politics and morality were united when Israel
was born as a nation at Sinai. Sinai prohibits
the Jewish people from ever abandoning the
effort of creating a shared moral language
with the nations of the world.

The rebirth of Israel can be viewed as a
return to the fullness of the Sinai covenant
- to Judaism as a way of life. The moral and
spiritual aspirations of the Jewish tradition
were not meant to be realized in Sabbath
sermons or by messianic dreamers who wait
passively on the margins of society for
redemption to break miraculously into
history. Torah study is not a substitute for
actual life, nor are prayer and the
synagogue escapes from the ambiguities

and complexities of political life.

The Jewish world will have to learn that the

synagogue is no longer the exclusive
defining framework for Jewish communal
life. Moral

maturity and wisdom must come to our

seriousness and political
nation if we are to be judged by the way we
struggle to integrate the Sinai covenant

with the complexities of political realities...

We will

memory of Auschwitz.

mourn forever because of the
We will build a
healthy new society because of the memory

of Sinai.

« How do you understand the connection that
the writer is trying to create between the
memory of Auschwitz and Mount Sinai?

« What can the past of the Jewish people teach
us about the Jewish people today?

« Does this text refer to Zionism? If so, how? If
not, why?



